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Donahues Create First 
Arts Professorship 


Gift Strengthens Music , 
Arts and Theater 
Programs 

A gift from the Richard K. and 
Nancy L. Donahue Charitable 
Foundation of Lowell will 
create the Nancy Donahue Endowed 
Professorship in the Arts, the first 
professorship in the arts at UMass 
Lowell. The professorship will 
strengthen the music, art and theater 
programs at the University by creat¬ 
ing better connections with local 
music, arts and theater communities, 
nurturing artistic passion and talent 
in students and taking advantage of 
Lowell's vast artistic resources. 

"We make this commitment to 
UMass Lowell to further its excel¬ 
lence in education in the humanities 
and to enhance its strong bond with 
the vibrant arts community here in 
Lowell," says Nancy Donahue. 


Prof. Kay George Roberts will be 
the first recipient of the Donahue 
professorship, which will rotate 
among the music, arts and theater 
departments. Roberts is the founder 
of the UMass Lowell String Project, 
which provides string instrument les¬ 
sons for local public schools students, 
music director of the New England 
Orchestra and principal conductor 
for Opera North Inc., in Philadelphia. 

"I can not think of a better 
ambassador for this professorship," 
said Nancy Donahue at the Sounds 
of Spring Concert on April 1. "Her 
passion for teaching, the city of 
Lowell and her music is well known 
and very much appreciated." 

"I am very honored to be the first 
recipient of the Nancy Donahue 
Professorship of the Arts. To make a 
difference in the lives of others and 
to bring music to the Lowell commu¬ 
nity has been a wonderful experience 
for me," said Roberts. 



▲ Nancy Donahue presents Prof. Kay George 
Roberts with flowers at the Sounds of Spring 
benefit concert on April 1. Roberts was named 
the first recipient of the Nancy Donahue 
Endowed Professorship in the Arts. 

The name Donahue is synony¬ 
mous with the arts in Lowell. Nancy 
helped found the Merrimack 
Repertory Theater and is the former 
executive director of the University 
of Lowell Foundation. She is also a 
director of Whistler House, a trustee 
of Ayer Home Trust and a director of 
the New England Quilt Museum. 

Continued on Page 2 


New Tools Being Developed for 
Breast Cancer Screening 


Researchers Work on 
Software and Hardware 
to Help Save Lives 

T eams of researchers at UMass 
Lowell are collaborating with 
colleagues, oncologists and 
other specialists to develop new 
ways of screening people for breast 
cancer that could potentially help 
save lives. 

Computer Science Prof. 

Georges Grinstein, director of 
the University's Institute for 
Visualization and Perception 
Research, has developed a 
program that assesses the 
risk factors and identifies 
patients who are highly sus¬ 
ceptible to genetic breast and 
ovarian cancer, or Hereditary 
Breast and Ovarian Cancer 
(HBOC). The project, which 
he is conducting with doctor¬ 
al student Brian Drohan, is 


supported by a $235,000 grant from 
the Massachusetts General Hospital. 

Asst. Prof. Mufeed Mah'd of the 
Electrical & Computer Engineering 
Department is working on a breast 
CT (computerized tomography) 
imaging system for detecting breast 
cancer at a very early stage. The CT 
research, which is being conducted 
with doctoral students Michael 
O'Conner and Clay Didier, is funded 

Continued on Page 2 
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Research Targets 
Risks of Diabetes 
in Young People 

UMass Lowell , 

Worcester Medical 
School Partner with 
Lowell Agencies 

T wo UMass Lowell 

researchers will be partner¬ 
ing with a UMass Medical 
School colleague and two Lowell 
agencies to help stem the rising 
rates of diabetes risk factors 
in 9-13 year-olds in ethnically 
and economically diverse 
communities. 

Prof. Garry Handelman of 
Clinical Laboratories and 
Nutritional Sciences and A. James 
Lee of Community Health and 
Sustainability will be working 
with Assoc. Prof. Lori Pbert of the 
medical school in Worcester. 

Continued on Page 4 


Growing Fingers 
and Limbs in the 
Lab: Science 
Fact or Fiction? 

Braunhut Lecture 
Highlights Latest Research 
on Regenerative Medicine 

S alamanders, starfish and 
lobsters share one thing in 
common—their uncanny 
ability to spontaneously re-grow 
lost limbs. Now a team of 
researchers at UMass Lowell led 
by Prof. Susan Braunhut of the 
Biological Sciences Department is 
working on regenerating limbs in 
adult mammals, a process that 
only a short time ago was thought 
to be impossible. 

The team's findings will be 
the highlight of Braunhut's talk 
when she delivers the first 
University Professor Lecture— 
entitled "To Grow Back a Lost 
Human Limb: The Challenges 
and Promise of Regenerative 
Medicine"—on Wednesday, April 
29, at 3 p.m. at Alumni Hall in the 
North Campus. The lecture is free 
and open to the public. 

Braunhut was named UMass 
Lowell's University Professor last 
September. It is the most esteemed 
title bestowed on a faculty mem¬ 
ber. The honor recognizes an indi¬ 
vidual who, over a period of 
years, has consistently demon¬ 
strated exemplary teaching, 
nationally significant research, 
and extraordinary service to the 
University community. 

Among her numerous accom¬ 
plishments, Braunhut was recog¬ 
nized for her work with col¬ 
leagues in developing techniques 
to detect cancers, and therapies to 
combat them. Their research also 
includes studying factors that con¬ 
trol wound healing, which led to 
the development of a "smart" 
bandage. 

It is this research that led to 
her current work on regenerating 
fingers in lab mice, which was 
supported by a two-and-a-half- 
year, $1.5 million grant from the 
Defense Advanced Research 

Continued on Page 2 
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Donahues Create First Arts Professorship 


Richard has practiced law since 
1951 at the firm founded by his 
father. He has been prominent in 
politics since he worked for John F. 
Kennedy's presidential election and 
served as Kennedy's special assistant 
and Congressional liaison from 
1960 to 1963. 

The Donahues are generous 
donors to the local arts and political 


worlds, and especially UMass 
Lowell, where students live in the 
Richard K. Donahue Hall on North 
Campus. They are also supporters of 
the Mary Jo Leahey Symphonic Band 
Camp, the String Project and the 
Discovery Series at the UMass 
Lowell Center for the Arts. 

—KO'R 


Music Department Shines 


Performances , Donahue 
Professorship Gift 
Applauded at Spring 
Concert 

T he Music Department 

received a big hug from its 
admirers at the Sounds of 
Spring Benefit Concert on 
Wednesday, April 1, in Durgin 
Hall. Audience members applaud¬ 
ed both the talent on the stage and 
the generosity of the University's 
major benefactors, two of whom 
have created the first professorship 
in the arts at the University. 

During the evening's perform¬ 
ance, local arts patrons Richard and 
Nancy Donahue were recognized 
for donating $500,000 to create 
the Nancy Donahue Endowed 
Professorship in the Arts, a profes¬ 
sorship that will rotate among 
the music, art and theater pro¬ 
grams. (See related story.) 

Also recognized were 
Jacqueline Puliafico '42 and her 
late husband Charles '44, whose 
endowment for institutional priori¬ 
ties sponsored the concert. This 
sponsorship allowed all proceeds 
from the sale of tickets to the con¬ 
cert and a pre-concert reception to 
go to a music scholarship fund. 

On the stage, audience mem¬ 
bers were treated to a sampling of 
the rich musical talent on campus, 
starting with the University 
Orchestra's performance of Aaron 
Copland's "Lincoln Portrait," with 
special guest narrator Chancellor 
Marty Meehan. The rousing tribute 
to President Abraham Lincoln, 
which received a standing ovation 
from the audience, honored 
Lincoln's bicentennial year. The 


piece included excerpts from 
Lincoln's most inspiring speeches, 
as well as a slide show. 

The Opera Workshop, directed 
by Janice Giampa, took the stage 
next, with student Andrea Lyons 
expressing Lady Rosina's love for 
Linodor in "Una Voce poca fa," an 
aria from "The Barber of Seville." 
Lyons then joined Dayna Brown 
and Amanda Kinney in a playful 
"You Could Drive a Person 
Crazy" from Stephen Sonheim's 
"Company," with Bonnie Anderson 
accompanying on piano. 

The concert took a more 
Western turn as the Wind 
Ensemble, conducted by David 
Martins, tackled John William's 
"The Cowboys" from the movie 
"The Cowboy and the Girl." 
Echoing expansive Coplan-esque 
phrasing, the piece captured a 
genuine American spirit. 

The Choral Union, a group that 
includes local community mem¬ 
bers, joined the University Choir to 
sing two selections also inspired by 
President Lincoln: "Nancy Hanks," 
based on a poem told from the per¬ 
spective of Lincoln's mother; and 
"The Homecoming," set to words 
by Lincoln and Andrew Young. 

The 70-member combined group 
also performed "Iddem-dem 
Mallida," an Itneg tribal chant from 
the Luzon Valley in the Philippines. 

The Jazz /Rock Big Band 
brought the evening to a close 
with a raucous rendition of Duke 
Ellington's "Caravan," with special 
faculty guest soloist Walter Platt 
on trumpet and John Wheatly on 
guitar. 
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New Tools Being Developed for 
Breast Cancer Screening 


with grants from the UMass Medical 
School totaling $232,000. 

With the exception of certain 
types of skin cancer, breast cancer is 
the most common form of cancer in 
women in the United States. 

Statistics from the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC) show that in 2005 alone, 
186,467 women were diagnosed with 
breast cancer and, of these, 41,116 
died from it. 

Grinstein says that identifying 
people at high risk for HBOC 
involves "synthesizing data from the 
patients' family history and quantita¬ 
tive analysis of their risk models. 

Our program provides physicians an 
integrated, interactive visualization 
and analysis approach for presenting 
HBOC risk information. 

"Although HBOC cases represent 
a relatively small proportion of the 
breast cancer cases, they are often left 
unidentified by traditional cancer¬ 
screening protocols," he says. "After 
assessing the likelihood of HBOC 
within a family, understanding the 
associated future risk of cancer is 
essential to making informed deci¬ 
sions so that the most appropriate 


type and level of clinical care is 
offered and the patient's life is 
saved." 

Grinstein adds that their software 
is now running in many breast can¬ 
cer centers across the country, along 
with support for Electronic Health 
Records. "Our program is very likely 
to be useful for other kinds of cancer, 
not just HBOC," he says. 

In explaining his research, Mah'd 
says, "A mammogram is an X-ray 
taken through all the layers of the 
breast at once. The breast CT proto¬ 
type we are building for the UMass 
Medical School takes images of virtu¬ 
al 'slices' of the breast—about 300 
images per breast. Computers then 
assemble these images into highly 
detailed, three-dimensional pictures. 
Unlike conventional mammography, 
the breast CT scan requires no breast 
compression. 

"This CT system is expected to 
outperform conventional mammog¬ 
raphy in detecting breast lesions and 
is much more comfortable for 
women," he says. 

— EA 
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Growing Fingers and Limbs in the Lab: 
Science Fact or Fiction? 



▲ Susan Braunhut 


Projects Agency 
(DARPA). The agency 
was interested in poten¬ 
tially applying the tech¬ 
nique to soldiers with 
limb injuries sustained 
in Iraq and Afghanistan. 
Collaborating with 
Braunhut on the project 
was Chemistry Prof. 

Kenneth Marx, who 
used bioinformatics for 
gene analysis. 

In her lecture, 

Braunhut will discuss 
the history of wound 
healing and how her team uses 
chemicals and agents to produce a 
"blastema," a mass of unspecialized 
progenitor cells from which new 
tissue develops, at the site of a 
mouse's amputated finger. "Instead 
of forming fibrous scar tissue, our 
ultimate goal is to have the mouse 
re-grow a digit that is not only 
anatomically identical to the origi¬ 
nal, that is, complete with bone, 
muscle, cartilage, nerves, soft tis¬ 
sue, nail, skin and hair, but also 
fully functional," she says. 

Braunhut will also describe the 
"biodome," a small, clear plastic 
device with a watertight sleeve that 
allows an amputation site to be 
immersed in various solutions to 
stimulate tissue growth. The device 


was developed in collaboration 
with a team headed by Prof. 

David Kaplan, chair of Tufts 
University's Biomedical 
Engineering Department, as part 
of the DARPA consortium. Other 
members of the DARPA collabora¬ 
tive team include Dr. Stephen 
Badylak of the University of 
Pittsburgh, Dr. Lorraine Gudas of 
the Weill Cornell Medical College, 
Dr. Shannon Odelberg of the 
University of Utah and Dr. Ellen 
Heber-Katz of the Wistar Institute. 

Braunhut's term as University 
Professor runs from September 
2008 through August 2011. To learn 
more about her work, visit 
http:/ / www.uml.edu/research_ 
labs/ susanbraunhut. 

-EA 
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Students Agree: They 'Gotta Be Here!' 



A Pictured are just several of the 800 students who came out for the "Gotta Be Here!" 
party and danced in foam. Designed to get students excited about living on campus, the 
event introduced students to housing options for the fall while enjoying pizza, painting 
Frisbees and designing street signs. 


Padraig O'Malley — Greeley 
Scholar — Announces 
Events, Changes in Schedule 


International Peace 
Activist Called to Iraq 

P adraig O'Malley, acclaimed 

international peace activist and 
John Joseph Moakley 
Distinguished Professor for Peace 
and Reconciliation at UMass Boston, 
is the 2009 UMass Lowell Greeley 
Scholar for Peace Studies. 

O'Malley has been called to Iraq 
to join in key meetings with Iraqi 
leaders in an effort to resolve con¬ 
flicts. As a result, the event originally 
scheduled for May 6 ("The Peace 
Process in Northern Ireland: A 
Dialogue with Padraig O'Malley and 
Chancellor Martin T. Meehan") has 
been postponed until the fall. 

His two upcoming lectures on 
April 22 will continue as planned. 
First, "Making Peace City by City: 
Belfast, Mitrovica, Nicosia, Kirkuk 
and Others" will be presented from 
12 to 1:30 p.m. at the Morse Federal 
Building, Middlesex Community 
College, 50 East Merrimack Street, 
Lowell. "Paths to Peace in Lebanon 
and the Middle East" will be 
presented at 7 p.m. at Kerem Shalom, 
69 Elm Street, Concord. 

On April 2, O'Malley was the 
featured speaker at the "Day Without 
Violence" program of the 
University's Peace and Conflict 
Studies Institute (PACSI). More than 
100 students and faculty members— 
including Chancellor Meehan—gath¬ 
ered to hear him discuss his interna- 



A Padraig O'Malley 


tional peace efforts, ranging from 
South Africa to Northern Ireland to 
Iraq. 

O'Malley is author of the award¬ 
winning "UnCivil Wars: Ireland 
Today," "Shades of Difference," 

"Mac Maharaj and the Struggle for 
South Africa," and the forthcoming 
book, "The Greater Middle East: 
Different Starting Points." 

The Greeley Scholar Program, 
affiliated with PACSI, is funded by 
the Greeley Endowment for Peace 
Studies, and was established with 
a major gift from the former Dana 
McLean Greeley Foundation for 
Peace Studies and a contribution 
from the UMass Foundation. 

All events are free and open 
to the public. 


Excellence Honored on 
Commencement Eve 


Celebration Features 
Honorary Degree and 
Distinguished Alumni 
Award Recipients 

C hancellor Marty Meehan 

will again host a celebration 
to honor the excellence rep¬ 
resented at Commencement, and 
at the same time raise money for 
student scholarships. 

The Commencement Eve 
Celebration, to be held on Friday, 
May 29, from 5 to 8:30 p.m. at 
Allen House, will celebrate the 
accomplishments of student award 
winners, honorary degree recipi¬ 
ents and the distinguished alumni 
award winner. Tickets are $100 per 
person and proceeds will go to the 
UMass Lowell Scholars Fund, 
which helps fund tuition and other 
financial needs of students. 

The evening will offer a pre¬ 
view of the University's official 
Commencement ceremony, which 
will take place on Saturday, May 
30, starting at 10 a.m. at the 
Tsongas Arena. Nearly 2,000 


graduates are expected to 
receive bachelor's, master's 
and doctoral degrees. 

One of the highlights of the 
Commencement Eve Celebration 
is the opportunity to meet the 
honorary degree recipients and 
the distinguished alumni award 
winner, who will all deliver brief 
remarks during the reception. 

This year's honorary degree 
recipients are: Bernard Amadei, 
founder of Engineers without 
Borders; George Duncan, chair¬ 
man of Enterprise Bank; Chaz 
Maviyane-Davies, a professor and 
artist whose posters make power¬ 
ful visual statements on social 
issues; and Robert Pozen, chair¬ 
man of MFS Investments. Kathleen 
Beaumont Allen '77, former chief 
financial officer of Millipore 
Corporation, will be honored as 
the distinguished alumna. 

To purchase tickets by May 18, 
contact Elaine Dalton, 978-934-3236, 
or visit www.uml.edu/ 
commencemente ve2009. 

For more information 
please visit: www.uml.edu/ 
commencement. 




A Chaz Maviyane-Davies 


A George Dunkan 
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A Kathleen Beaumont Allen 


Summer Camps Come to Campus 

U Mass Lowell will be hosting a series of summer camps for children 
of all ages. From music to sports, science to adventure, the 
University offers a wide range of experiences for any child to enjoy. 
For more information, visit: http: / / www.uml.edu/summercamps/ 
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Research Targets Risks of Diabetes 
in Young People 


Their research will be underwritten 
with a $200,000 award from the 
Life Sciences Moment Fund, part of 
a $1 million initiative supported by 
the UMass President's office and 
the Worcester campus. 

The researchers will collaborate 
with the Lowell Community 
Health Center and the Boys and 
Girls Club of Greater Lowell to 
develop nutrition and physical 
activity programs for children. 

The goal: to prevent young adults 
from developing Type II diabetes, 
a disease that typically occurs in 
50-60 year old adults but has shown 
a spike in younger individuals. 

Diabetes affects nearly 24 mil¬ 
lion people in the United States, an 
increase of more than 3 million in 
approximately two years, accord¬ 
ing to the Centers for Disease 
Control. Studies show that the 
occurrence of Type II diabetes is 
rising in minority youth. 

"If we don't help these kids 
now, by the age of 35 more than 
half of them may develop dia¬ 
betes," says Handelman. "It's a 
preventable disease that can have 
devastating consequences such as 
impaired eyesight and kidney and 
nerve damage. We're especially 
worried about 
young kids 
because the longer 
a person has dia¬ 
betes, the greater 
the risk of compli¬ 
cations throughout 
their lives." 

To find a way 
of sustaining the 
wellness programs 
once grant fund¬ 
ing ends, Lee, a 
health care econo¬ 
mist, will develop 
economic models 
to measure the 
cost of the inter¬ 
ventions. This 
information will 


be shared with health payers, such 
as insurance companies, to encour¬ 
age them to cover prevention pro¬ 
grams that may cost less in the 
long-term than treating the rising 
number of diabetes patients. 

"We hope to make this a per¬ 
manent program in Lowell and 
encourage other communities 
throughout Massachusetts to 
replicate the programs," says Lee. 
"These interventions will benefit 
both our kids and our health 
care system." 

The Lowell Community Health 
Center will recruit children into the 
program this summer. The nutri¬ 
tion and physical activity programs 
will take place at the Boys and 
Girls Club of Great Lowell 
throughout the school year, from 
September until June 2010. 

"We want the program to be an 
enjoyable, life-changing experience 
for kids," says Handelman. "They 
need to have fun first and foremost 
because it's only then that they will 
engage and witness results that 
will lead to longer, healthier lives." 

-KA 



A UMass Lowell Profs. Garry Handelman, left, and A. James 
Lee, right, are teaming up with UMass Medical School Prof. 
Lori Pbert to fight diabetes risk factors in children. 


Deciphering the Past: Students 
Get Hands-On Lessons in Geology 


Class Explores Earth's 
History at Grand 
Canyon 

W hile students across the 
country hit the ski slopes 
and beaches during spring 
break, a group of UMass Lowell stu¬ 
dents learned firsthand about our 
planet's history by exploring some of 
best geological formations on the 
continental U.S. 

Lori Weeden, an adjunct faculty 
in the Environmental, Earth & 
Atmospheric Science Department, 
organized the five-day field trip to 
northern Arizona for her 
Sedimentation and Stratigraphy 
class. "My goal was to give the stu¬ 
dents hands-on exposure to the pre¬ 
served environments and sedimen¬ 
tary structures that we were study¬ 
ing in the classroom," she says. 

The group's itinerary included a 
hike down the Grand Canyon, a 
mile-deep, nearly 300 mile-long 
gorge formed when the Colorado 
River and its tributaries carved 
channels through thick layers of 
ancient sediments as the Colorado 
Plateau was gradually uplifted mil¬ 
lions of years ago. 

"We had originally planned on 
camping at the base of the canyon. 
When we were denied the permits, 
we took advantage of the other geo¬ 
logic displays in northern Arizona, 
the most interesting of which was 
Lake Powell and Glen Canyon," 



A Lori Weeden examines a rock sample with 
student Andrew Beane. 


says Weeden. "I was able to discuss 
hydrogeology and some of the mis¬ 
takes made with the positioning of 
the Glen Canyon Dam. I was also 
able to bring the students to the 
Sunset Crater Volcano and the Bonita 
Lava Flow. We managed to see a lit¬ 
tle igneous petrology in addition to 
all the sedimentary rocks. There was 
no extra credit given to the students. 

I think the experience was far greater 
than a few extra points added to 
a grade." 



A Students Kyle Green, Tara Callagy and Robert Otto 
admire the view at the Grand Canyon in 
northern Arizona. 


"This field trip was one of the 
best experiences of my life," says 
Robert Otto, a geology major. "It 
enabled me to put into context what 
I was learning in class. The most 
important lesson I learned was how 
to accurately identify the different 
kinds of strata and sedimentary 
rocks in their actual settings." 

Weeden, who received her bache¬ 
lor's degree from UMass Lowell in 
2000 and her master's from Boston 
College in 2002, has been teaching 
one class each semester since 2007. "I 
teach Environmental Geochemistry 
each fall and either Forensic Geology 
or Sedimentation and Stratigraphy in 
the spring," she says. At the same 
time, Weeden is a flight attendant for 
American Airlines. She joined the air¬ 
line in 1990 while an undergrad, and 
to this day flies out of Logan Airport 
on weekends. 


Carlsmith Selected for Prestigious Harvard Fellowship 


A ssoc. Prof. Christopher 
Carlsmith of the History 
Department has been selected 
as a fellow at Villa I Tatti, Harvard 
University's Center for Italian 
Renaissance Studies in Florence, 
Italy, for the 2009-2010 academic 
year. 

An international selection com¬ 
mittee chooses 15 fellows annually 
from institutions across North 
America, Europe and Australia. 

Villa I Tatti is recognized as the 


world's leading center for interdisci¬ 
plinary research on the Italian 
Renaissance. 

"I am honored to have been 
selected and am thrilled to spend 
time at Villa I Tatti," says Carlsmith, 
who will conduct archival research 
and draft a book manuscript on the 
residential student colleges of early 
modern Italy, particularly those in 
Bologna and Padua. 

"While the history of the Italian 
university has been studied quite 


closely, the history of these small 
colleges remains much less well 
known," says Carlsmith. 

Many of the small colleges 
Carlsmith will analyze have been in 
existence for more than five cen¬ 
turies, and have a history of provid¬ 
ing students with housing, meals, 
lessons, scholarships and support as 
they pursue a university degree. 

Carlsmith and his family will 
depart for Florence in early 
September. 
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Honorary Degree Recipient Shares 
Financial Wisdom with Students 


Robert Pozen Talks to 
Finance Society About 
Economic Crisis 

T he government should tem¬ 
porarily nationalize the 
largest and most troubled 
banks and break them up as a 
means of solving the country's 
financial crisis, Robert Pozen said 
this month in remarks delivered to 
UMass Lowell's newly formed 
Finance Society 

However, he added, decision 
makers are shying away from this 
solution because they fear that 
"nationalism" is construed as 
"socialism" in many quarters. 

Pozen, whose career has been 
spent in the world of both public 
and private sector finance, is 
scheduled to receive an honorary 
degree at the University's 
Commencement on May 30. 

The Finance Society—founded 
by Elizabeth Boudreau, a junior 
finance and marketing major and 
Amy Osgood, a senior majoring in 
finance—got its start earlier this 
semester, hosting speakers such as 
prominent alumni and friends of 
the University who work in some 
aspect of finance. 

In his talk to the student 
group, Pozen drew on his exten¬ 
sive experience and knowledge to 
discuss the reasons for the nation's 
financial crisis—and his proposal 
for how the Obama Administration 
and Congress can reverse it. 

He outlined many factors he 
believes led the United States (and 
much of the world) into the crisis, 
from housing prices and subprime 
mortgages to questionable finan¬ 
cial and accounting practices by 
large banks and investment firms. 

Solving the problem, Pozen 
says, is complicated and revolves 


around what has been labeled 
"toxic assets"—a combination of 
defaulted mortgages, bad loans 
and other investments that turned 
sour with the economy—and the 
debate over whether the federal 
government should buy these 
assets from banks and other finan¬ 
cial institutions. The dilemma, 
Pozen says, is that there's no 
way to place a monetary value 
on these assets. 

What the problem comes down 
to, he says, is that the government 
should nationalize the nation's 
largest and most troubled banks 
temporarily and break them up. 
But fear that the word "national¬ 
ism" equates to "socialism" is 
keeping many decision-makers 
from embracing the concept. 

"We're afraid of the ideology," 
says Pozen, noting that the federal 
government, because of millions of 
dollars in bailouts, already owns 
what would amount to controlling 
interest or ownership of many 
banks. However, the government 
isn't exercising control. 

"If we really understand what 
the problem is, we should have a 
different strategy," he says. 

Pozen's career has included 
more than a decade in a variety 
of senior roles with Fidelity 
Investments, as well as serving as 
secretary of economic affairs under 
Gov. Mitt Romney, chairman of an 
advisory committee charged by the 
U.S. Securities and Exchange 
Commission with devising a way 
to improve financial reporting, and 
on President George W. Bush's 
Commission to Strengthen Social 
Security. He also serves on the 
board of directors of Medtronic 
and Bell Canada Enterprises, and 
teaches business courses at 
Harvard University. 



A Robert Pozen, far right, recently shared his real-world financial experience with students in 
the UMass Lowell Finance Society. Pozen, who will be an honorary degree recipient at 
Commencement is shown before the talk with, from left. Chancellor Marty Meehan, Finance 
Society Vice President Amy Osgood, Finance Society President Elizabeth Boudreau and 
College of Management Dean Kathryn Carter. 


Hellenic Culture Event 
Features Multi-media 
Solo Performer 


D emitrious Spaneas, a musician- 
composer who spent much of 
his childhood in Lowell, will 
be the solo performer at a multi- 
media presentation of his composi¬ 
tions on Sunday, April 26, at 2 p.m. 
in the O'Leary Library auditorium. 

The performance of his composi¬ 
tions, based on Greek philosophy 
and mythology and other works that 
mix Greek and ethnic music, is co¬ 
sponsored by UMass Lowell and 
the city's Hellenic Culture Society. 

It will be introduced by University 
Provost Ahmed Abdelal, who 
will speak to the audience about 
Hellenic-American cooperation in 
Lowell as well as the University's 
plans for international programs, 
including prospective partnerships 
with several universities in Greece. 

Spaneas, who will play the flute, 
clarinet and saxophone, will be 
accompanied only by electronic 
music and by the background from a 
short film he made in collaboration 
with an international team of 
filmmakers. 



A Demitrious Spaneas 


The artist has been featured at 
music festivals from France to 
Uzbekistan, and in October will be 
directing an arts festival in Athens. 

The event is free and open to 
the public. For more information, 
contact Paul Marion, executive 
director of Community Relations, 
at paul_marion@uml.edu or 
(978) 934-3107. 


BOOK SHELF 


Environmental Unions: 
Labor and the Superfund 

by Craig Slatin. 

(Baywood Publishing, $33.96.) 

Historical analysis of the U.S. 
Superfund Worker Training Program 
informs new efforts to create a green 
economy built on a foundation of 
public health. 


ENVIRONMENTAL UNIONS 
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Metal Fatigue: American 
Bosch and the Demise of 
Metalworking in the 
Connecticut River Valley 

By Robert Forrant. 

(Baywood Publishing, $33.11 paper) 

Interweaves Forrant's personal 
stories of the company's downsizing 
and eventual closure with the overall 
decline of the Springfield area's 
major employers during the mid 
1980s. 



in the Connecticut River Valley 

Robert Forrant 
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For more information on books on the Book Shelf, read the next eNews, 
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The Great Depression, 
as Living History 


LIRA Students, 

Some Old Enough to 
Remember, Look Back 
at the 1930s 

very Monday morning, for 
seven weeks this spring, 50-odd 
students have gathered in a 
conference room in Wannalancit 
Mills to learn about, and talk about, 
the Great Depression. Nearly all of 
them are older than their professor. 
Some are old enough to remember 
the history he is teaching. So the 
teaching works both ways. 

"It's pretty remarkable," says 
Prof. Robert Forrant, the RESD pro¬ 
fessor who teaches the Monday 
classes. "Some of them have a living 
memory of those years—and share it 
with the rest of us—while the others 
all at least can talk about what their 
parents and relatives told them. So I 
learn from listening. It's a very 
active exchange." 

The students are members of the 
group that calls itself LIRA—for the 
Learning in Retirement Association— 
a 20 year-old band of mostly-retired 
local men and women, about a third 
of them UMass Lowell alumni, who 
come together regularly to talk about 
everything from science and religion 
to Renaissance art and Broadway 
musicals. There are about 100 of 
them in all. Mostly, they run their 
own classes, relying on this or that 
member's knowledge or life experi¬ 
ence, although occasionally a visitor 
or UMass Lowell faculty member, 
such as Forrant, will volunteer to 
teach a class. Hosted and sponsored 
by the University, they pay $100 
each, yearly, for membership. A 
portion of that money is used as a 
scholarship fund. 

Forrant, who taught a LIRA 
course last fall that focused on the 
cold war, says he gave the group a 
choice of topics for this spring's 
offering, and the vote was over¬ 
whelming. "They just really wanted 



▲ Robert Forrant 


to study the Depression," he says. 
"Partly, I think, because many of 
them had lived through it, and they 
had a frame of reference for what 
we're experiencing now. Like the 
question, 'Are Obama's first 100 days 
going to be like FDR's?'—that's a 
question they can discuss with some 
real depth and meaning." 

There is a text for the class, 
Forrant says, and a syllabus—"just 
like any undergraduate course"— 
though just as often the group will 
rely on contemporary news sources, 
such as the piece he unearthed from 
a 1931 issue of Harper's Monthly 
based on the reporter's observations 
on Depression life in Lowell. 

"Studying this chapter of the 
American story with the LIRA folks 
has to be a real experience in living 
history," says Executive Director of 
Community Relations Paul Marion, 
the University's liaison to the group. 

"There's some real relevance 
here, some valuable oral history" 
says Forrant, who plans, once the 
course is over in May, to record a 
series of audio interviews with some 
of his students, and donate them to 
the Center for Lowell History— 
where, perhaps, four or five genera¬ 
tions from now, they will be part of 
some successor's course. 



CDC Grant Funds 
Research on Prevention 
of Sexual Violence 


Criminal Justice Team 
Shares $898,262 with 
UNH on Joint Project 

team of researchers 
from the University of 
Massachusetts Lowell and 
the University of New Hampshire 
will collaborate on research fund¬ 
ed by an $898,262 grant from the 
U.S. Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention. The researchers 
will test a program designed to 
combat sexual violence among 
young people from adolescence 
through college age. 

As part of the grant, $372,633 
was awarded to researchers in 
UMass Lowell's Department of 
Criminal Justice and Criminology: 
Prof. Linda Williams, principal 
investigator; Profs. Alison Cares 
and David Hirschel and 
Department Chair Eve Buzawa, 
co-principal investigators; and 
research associate Mary Frederick. 

The team will implement and 
evaluate the impact on the campus 
community of the Bringing in the 
Bystander Project, a program that 
is intended to prevent sexual vio¬ 
lence by teaching community 
members to take a positive and 
active role, including interrupting 
situations that could lead to 
assault and speaking out against 
social norms that support sexual 
violence. The program also teaches 
skills to help members of the 
community provide support 
to victims. 

The research is designed to 
see how the in-person training 
and a social marketing campaign 
to prevent sexual violence may 
work together to change commu¬ 
nities and also how a campaign 


developed at UNH with its 
students can be adapted to UMass 
Lowell with its more diverse 
student body, and one that has a 
greater mix of students who live 
on campus and those who com¬ 
mute and have social networks 
that extend beyond Lowell. 

The social marketing cam¬ 
paign will be launched on campus 
during the next academic year. 
Students who will take an active 
role in the development of the 
campaign are currently helping 
the project team make posters 
effective from the point of view of 
the UMass Lowell community. 

The project will assess the 
community response to the pro¬ 
gram with a particular focus on 
first-year students who, according 
to Williams, can play an important 
role in preventing sexual violence, 
a problem that confronts college- 
age youths nationwide. 

Williams says similar 
approaches to changing social 
norms about sexual violence have 
been implemented and now are 
being evaluated across the country 
with many groups of young 
adults, including men and women 
on college campuses, in the mili¬ 
tary and on athletic teams. The 
partnership between UMass 
Lowell and UNH will help the 
researchers understand how social 
marketing campaigns tailored to 
each university may work to 
change communities. 
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